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Rebel not againſt the Lord, neither fear the Peo- 
ple of the Land, for they are Bread for us: 
Their Defence is departed from them, and the 
Lord is with us; fear them not, 
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My Loxv! 

HE great Strokes of 4 Divine 
Hand that are to be ſeen in Ring 
= GEORGE?”s Acceſſion to the 


Trade, and Credit; and our long Proſpect of 
being ſecure in all that*s dear to us, by his nu- 
merous Family ; have render'd the late Rebel- 
lion very angrateful and fooliſh : That there 
are amongſt us a People, who will not know 
the things that belong to their Peace. But 
that which thickens the Horror of every honeſt 
Man, in looking back upon what is done, is, That 
that it was carry d on with 4 Noiſe for the 
A 2 Church, 
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The Dedication. 


Church, and « Diſclaim of Religion; which 
777 to the World a Scene of the vileſt Abſur- 
ties, that thoſe two, which Gad had join d 
together, are now become quite different Things. 
Men are tranſported with a Word, in ſuch 4 
left of what it always ns'd to mean, that they 
evow the Church is not ſafe, till Popery takes 
the Throne; till Profaneneſs and Perjury are 
bappy enough to bring it in; till Plunder and 
Violence rage in our Streets; and the Liberties, 
that have - ſeal d with the Blood of our Fa- 
thers, are quite drown'd in our own. Tour 
Lordſhip has been a Witneſs both to the Abomi- 
nations of the Cauſe, and the Reſent ments of 
4 jealous God. I have endeavour'd to make the 
beſt uſe of the worſt Temper that ever could 
poſſeſs an Enemy: the Inſolence that prows un- 
der all Diſappointments, is a plain Direction to 
our Daty, and comes in among the Arguments 
of our Hope. Tour Loraſhip's known Care to 
aſſet theſe Improvements of what the Hand of 
God has wrought among as, your diſtinguiſb d 
Aﬀettion to his Aae 5 Perſon and Govern- 
ment, and the Influence that you have always 
directed to the promoting of pure and undefiÞd 
Religion, have made me, with profound Eſteem, 


M . Lo x pd, | 
Tour Loraſhip"s moſt Obedient, 
and moſt Faithful Servant, 


Thomas Bradbury. 
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Josuva XI. 20. 


It was of the Lord to harden their Hearts, 

that they "wars come againſt Iſrael in 

| Battel, that he might deſtroy them ut- 

terly, and that they might have no Fa- 

vour, but that he might deſtroy them, 
as the Lord commanded Moles. 


HERE were two Things from 
| which the Jews had their full Aſſu- 


by of Canaan: the firſt was a Promiſe 
that God would give it to the Seed e 
Abraham his Friend, and of Jaco 
his Choſen, and do it in remembrance of his Cove- 
nant; the ſecond was a Precept that order'd them 
to make a full End of the Inbabitants, to de- 
ſtroy them utterly, and not leave any of them 
alive: and this is what you find often repeated, 
with a Concern equal to the Importance of ſo 
great a Charge. 
Now againſt both theſe, there were two Ob- 
jections: one was ſupply'd by the Numbers and 


Strength of thoſe People whom they were to 
B con- 


rance of poſſeſſing the whole Land 
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conquer; ſeven Nations greater and mightier than 
themſelves, Cities fenc'd and wall'd up to the Hea- 
ven : there were Anakims among, them, concern- 
ing which Race they had got a dreadful Proverb ; 
Who can ſtand before the Children of Anak ? This 
gave them ſuch a Proſpect, that their Spies are 
diſhearten'd, and by their ill Report there is a 
quick diffuſion of Terror thro the whole Army, 
that they dare not go up, but would needs ap- 
point to themſelves a Captain, and return to Egypt. 
That was 4 Generation that err'd in their Hearts, 
and God ſwore in his Wrath that they ſhould not en- 


ter into his Reſt; and therefore when they are 


4 


Pſal. xliv. 
3. 


wore out, leſt there ſnould be an Inheritance of 
Cowardice, Moſes and Joſhua are often in the 
uſe of proper Arguments with them, not to 
be afraid 2 the populous and mighty Countries 
they went into, but only well remember the Lord 
their God, how he brought their Fathers out of 
Egypt, how he skreen'd them at the Red Sea, 
how he fed them in the Wilderneſs with a liberal 
Hand, and had already begun to put the Fear 
and the Dread of them, on all the Nations with 
whom they were to contend in Battel. Theſe 
were Conſiderations with which he ſupported 
his own Promiſe, and gave an aſſiſtance to their 
Faith; and with a hearty regard to theſe they 
make their Seizure: for they got not the Land in 
Poſſeſſion by their own Sword, neither did their own 
Arm ſave them; but his right Hand, and his Arm, 
and the Light of his Countenance, becauſe he had 
a favour to them. 

But then, another Objection lay againſt the 
Command he had given them, utterly to deſtroy 
the People whom they were to conquer. la- 
deed the Reaſon of this was taken from the 
danger there would be in ſlackening the Courſe 
of Juſtice, that the Jews would learn of their 2 
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and that would prove 4 Snare to them, and by 
running into their Superſtition they would at laſt 
ſink dowa into their Calamities: Theſe were 
cautionary Rules; but would it not appear 
ſtrange that the Servants of a Holy and Graci- 
ous God, in whom all the Families of the Earth 
ſhould be Bleſſed, muſt take Poſſeſſion of a Coun- 
= that belong'd to others, with all the Acts 
of univerſal and popular Cruelty? *Tis an odd 
Argument, that Nations are to be deſtroyed be- 
cauſe they may do harm; and therefore to pre- 
ſerve every ſtroke of War in a full Reputation, 
God leaves the Canaarites to a Stupidity and 
Wickedneſs that puſh'd them to their own Ruin. 
If the Fews had no Command from Heaven, no 
Reaſon from the proſpect of future Dangers to 
make a full End of them; yet here was a pre- 
ſent neceſſity, that they could not do otherwiſe 
than conſume a People who run the Riſque of all 
by ſeveral Battels. The Gibeonites indeed fell 
in with other Meaſures, and got their Lives by 
pretending to have heard of the Marches of 
Iſrael, and the Name of their God; and 'tis a 
wonder that their Example was not follow'd by 
all the reſt, It might have brought the Jews 
intoa Snare, had other Nations taken the ſame 
way. If they ſpar'd them, it was in the Face 
of a Divine Order; had they cut them off upon 
their Submiſſion, all thoſe parts of the World 
would have rung with their Barbarity : and there- 
fore ſays my Text, It was of the Lord to harden their 
Hearts, that they ſhould come againſt Iſrael in Bat- 
tel, that he might deſtroy them utterly, and that 
they might have no Favour, but that he might de- 
ſtroy them as the Lord had commanded Moſes. 
Where you obſerve, the fatal Stupidity and Inſo- 
ſolence of this wretched People are conſider'd as 
a Judgment upon them : There is the Hand of 

| B 2 God 
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God to he ſeen in it, he had determin'd their 
Ruin; and as a Means of leaving them to this, 
it was of the Lord to harden their Hearts. 

Now the Story of the Jews and their Enemies 
in Egypt and Canaan ſtands as a publick Rule of 
Providence. It is in this manner that God's People 
are to be deliver'd: Tis thus that every Wea- 

n form'd againſt them is to miſcarry ; he that 

arden'd the Heart of Pharaoh and his Hoſt that 
he might get himſelf a gloriow Name; he that 
ſuffer'd the Canaanites to fret and toil with an 
implacable Malice, cn purpoſe to make them fall, 
Pfal. baxvi. will in our day take care that the Wrath of Man 
_ ſhall praiſe him, and the remainder of that Wrath will 
he reſtrain. There are Three things that I 

will inquire into, 


I. How it is of the Lord to harden their 
Hearts, 

II. What are the Effects of this Hardneſs, or 
how we may diſcern the marks of Ruin up- 
on a People or Party. 

III. That 'tis a righteow Thing with God, thus 
to deal with the Enemies of his Intereſt. 


I. When we read that God hardens the Hearts 

of Men, it is indeed to be underſtood with a 

Glory to his Sovereign Power. Thus the Apo- 

ſtle uſes the Expreſſion, and he does it upon a 

Rom. ix. famous Caſe in this Hiſtory; For the Scripture 
27» ſays unto Pharaoh, Even for this purpoſe have I rais'd 
thee up, that I might ſh:w my Power in thee, and 

that my Name might be declared throughout all the 

Earth. And from that Inſtance, he concludes in 

Ver. 28. a general Propoſition, that therefore he has Mercy 
on whom he will have Mercy, and whom be will he 
bardens. But then no Senſe of this Phraſe muſt 

be admitted, that leaves any ſtain upon bis Ho- 

lineſs; 


* 
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lineſs; for he is 4 God Cm bs ww — 
ty, the Author of ev 0 erfett Gift : 
Ls comes from him * — and andefiled, like 
its Parent, a ſutable Offspring to the Father 
of Lights. You may obſerve theſe four Particu- 
Jars under this Head; That when he is ſaid to 
harden the Hearts of Men, 
(..) It is not by the Infuſion of wicked Prin- 
ciples. But 
(2.) He leaves them to their own Corrup- 
tions. And | 
3.) He calls in the Reſtraints of Conviction 
and Providence, Tho, 
(4) This is here ſaid only of their Temporal 
Ruin, and does not immediately belong to the 
Judgment of another World. 
(1.) Far be it from the Almighty to pervert 
Fuſtice. Tho he is ſaid here to harden the Hearts 
of thoſe Canaanites, yet it was not by putting 
evil Principles into them : There was no need 0 
that, when the meaſure of their Iniquity was full 
before. Let no man ſay when he is tempted, that he Jam. i. 13, 
8 tempted of God; for God cannot be tempted to Evil, "+ 
neither tempteth he any Man: but every Man ig 
t d when be is drawn aſide of his own Luſts, 
exticed. A Sinner himſelf is the Original of 
his own Corruption and Miſery ; for out of the 
Heart of Man proceed thoſe Evil Thoughts, that 
grow into all the Immoralities of Life, and 
drows Men in Deſtruction and Perdition. The 
firſt Defence that ever a Sinner made, was by lay- 
ing the blame upon Providence; The Woman 
whom thou gaveſf to be with me, ſhe gave unto me, 
and I did eat and the Parable ſhows us how 
ready human Nature is to carry this Plea as far 
as ever it will go; Lord, I knew thou waſt an bard 
Maſt er. But as it was over-rul'd at firſt, it will 
be ſo for ever; for as the Apoſtle ſays, God is 
. not 
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not unrighteous who takes Vengeance, for how ſhall 
he then judg the World ? 
(2.) He might be ſaid to harden their Hearts 
when he leaves them to their own Corruptions : 
Thus it is expreſs'd in another place, Iſrael 
Pal. lxxi. would have none of me, thercfore I gave them up to 
12. their own Luſts, to walk after their own Counſels. 
And as this is a proper Vengeance upon thoſe 
who have deſpiſed the Offers of his Grace, ſo 
there may be a Proceſs of the like nature againſt 
the very Heathen; for *tis ſaid of them, that 
Rom. i. as they lik*d not to retain God in their Knowledg, 
28, ſo he gave them up to vile Affectiont, and toa re- 
probate Mind, to do things that are not convenient. 
There is Corruption enough within, that if it 
is not heal'd will prove fatal in the End, and if 
it is not reſtrain'd will be rampant in this 
1 Tim. v. World; for ſome Mens Sins go beforthand to Judg- 
yo ment, and ſome Mens they follow after. God has 
ways of managing Sinners, and keeping in their 
Wickedneſs, that do not amount to a Converſion: 
as he ſays to Abimelech, I withheld thee from ſin- 
ning againſt me. Now it 1s the reverſe to this, 
when he pronounceth a Sentence of Impenitency 
upon thoſe whom he has called in vain; Let 
him that is filthy, be filthy ſtill, and him that is un- 
righteous, be unrighteows ſtill. | 
(3.) He may withdraw from them the Re- 
ſtraints of Conviction and Providence, take off 
the Guards of Fear and Shame; that they ſhall 
declare their Sin as Sodom, and the ſbew of their Coun- 
tenance witneſs againſt them: Thus he threatens 
to Ephraim, They are joined to Idols, let them alone, 
give them the full ſwing of their Folly, till Ini- 
quity comes to be their Ruin. He tells the Jews 
what he would do in order to reclaim them, 
that he will hedg up their way mith Thorns, that 
they ſhall not overtake their Lovers: and it is 5 
the 


freach d June 7. 1716. 7 


the leaſt of the Mercies we ought to praiſe him 
for, that he denies us the Opportunity of being 
ſo vile as a furious Nature would make us. Be- 
ſides this, he leaves upon the Conſcience an in- 
ward Awe, that either the Fear of Man, or the 
Dread of Hell, ſhall keep them in a ſort of De- 
cency who have no Taſte of Almighty Grace. 
Now when theſe are all gone, it i of the Lord to 
harden ſuch Peoples Hearts, they are under a 
judicial Blow, be hath hid their Eyes from Under- Job xvũ. 4. 
ſtanding, and therefore ſhall not exalt them. | 
This is a Judgment that hath given many a 1 
good Man a Dread at the tendereſt Part: O Lord, | 
do not Cauſe us to err from thy Ways, do not harden | 9 
our Hearts from thy Fear. Of ſome it is ſaid, 1 
that he gave them up to a Spirit of Slumber, to a 
Heart that cannot repent. The Idolaters had a 
Numbneſs upon all the Faculties of Reaſon, 4 
deceived Heart bas turn'd them aſide, that they 
can't ſay, Is there not a Lye in my right Hand ? 
And ſo it is with thoſe who are in a publick 
Quarrel with the Intereſt and People of God; 
they are loſt to all the ſober ways of Thinking. 
Reflection, Temper, Enquiry, and Argument 
are Things out of their Reach, they go tum- 
bling and rolling on till they get into the Pit, 
from whence there can be no Redemption: A Pfal. xiv. 4+ 
the Workers of Iniquity have no Knowledg, who eat 
up God's People as they eat Bread, and do not call 
upon the Lord. But, 
(4.) You may here obſerve, that the Accounts 
in my Text are confin'd to the temporal Calami- 
ties of theſe Nations : we are not told how it 
is like to be with them in another State, when 
the Judg of all the Earth gives the grand Deci- 
ſion, and cloſes their Fate for ever. No, the 
Hiſtory before vs reaches no farther than to the 
Ruin of their Country, or rather their own Ex- 
dluſion 
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cluſion from itz their Hardneſs of Heart, that 
came upon them, was from the Lord, that Iſrael 
might ſhow them no Favour, but urterly deſtroy 

them: and therefore thoſe Objections that are 
wo againſt the Phraſe, when it . a Diſpo- 

tion to eternal Ruin, have nothing to do here. 
We are told in this Book by what means the Fews 
came to be poſſeſs'd of a Country, where their 
Fathers Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob dwelt in Ta- 
bernacles ; how it was worthy of God to give 
them a Command about the utter DeſtruQion of 
the Canaanites, and how it was a thing of Repu- 
tation in them to do it, becauſe theſe Nations 
came out againſt them in Battel, and ſo cut off 
themſelves from all Share in the Clemency of 
their Conquerors. | 


II. How did this Hardneſs appear, or what 
are thoſe things that we are to look upon as the 
Marks of a People whom God hath condemn'd, 
and whom Men will deſtroy ? There are great 
Inquiries when the End of theſe things will be; 
and tho ſome Perſons pretend to tell us how long, 
yet the Reverend Veil that lies upon all Futurity, 
is an Argument that there are Times and Seaſons 
which the Father hath reſerv'd in his own power. But 
the ſearch is much eaſier into the Signs of the 
Times: Wecan tell from the Days of old, and 
the Years of many Generations, what the Courſe 
of ſuch and ſuch Actions will be, whither a Set 
of Vices and Corruptions have always carry'd a 
People: And ' tis a thing to be learnt fromother 
Hiſtories as well as this, that ſuch a Hardneſs of 
Heart, as the Canaanites had, will end juſt in 
the way as theirs did. Now this appear'd upon 


1. In a general Impreſſion of Fear; and yet, 
2. In a prodigious Stupidity under the Divine 
Judgments. 3. In 
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3. In all manner of Iaſolence and Provocation 
to their Conquerors, 

4. In barbarous Cruelties among themſelves. 

la ſcandalous Debaucheries, 

6. In deluding Superſtitions. And, 

7. In notorious Profaneneſs. Tho ſome of 
theſe are contrary to one another, and we ſhould 
think them inconſiſtent; yet 'tis no ſtrange 
thing for Sinners who are ſtruck with Vengeance, 
and when Conſcience is too heavy for it ſelf, 
cannot bear its own weight, to run into all Ex- 
tremes :. from being diſſolv'd in Fear, they im- 
mediately ſwell into Arrogance; from trembling 
without Danger, they will fight without Securt- 
ty. There was this fatal Variety in the Inhabi- 
tants of Canaan, that brought on the Spoil of 
their Country, and the Effuſfion of their Blood; 
and where-ever you find it ſo with any other 
People, you may look upon them as bearing the 
Marks tof Ruin: their Defence is departed from 
them, they become an Object of Contempt to e- 
very one, whoſe Faith can behold a Kingdom in 
Heaven, and can read a Providence in the Earth. 
In the Title to the 36th Pſalm, David calls him- 
ſelf the Servant of the Lord, and perhaps he 
takes that Character there with a regard to the 
different one he hath given us of the Wicked 
That there is no Fear of God before his Eyes, the 
Words of his Mouth are Iniquity and Deceit, he 
hath left off to be wiſe, and to do good, he deviſeth 
Miſchief upon his Bed, he ſets himſelf in a way 
that is not good, he abhors not evil. And all this 
while there are upon him the ſtrong Symptoms 
of a declining Creature; ſuch a Method as this 
can never hold: he flatters himſelf in his own eyes, 
rill bis Iniquity be found to be bateful, And thus 
it is upon any laterzſt or Body of People; the 
Religion which they deſpiſe, teacheth others to 

C deſpiſe 
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deſpiſe them; there's little need for our Hearts 
to envy ſuch Sinners, if we arein the fear of God 
all the day long. As Job ſaith, I ſaw the Fooliſh 
take root, but ſuddenly I curſed his Habitation, I 
ſhall conſider thoſe Heads apart which I now 
gave you, not only as they are collected from 
the Accounts we have of the People mention'd 
in my Text, but as they agree to thoſe Sinners 
in all Ages whom God ſuffers to harden them- 
ſelves, that others may deſtroy them. 

1. One Inſtance of God's Hand upon the Ca- 
naanites, was diffuſing among them a general 
Fear, when Iſrael came to take poſſeſſion of their 
Country, Indeed it ſeems a force upon the 
Word, to bring in this as a part of the Hard- 
neſs that had ſeiz'd them, it looks rather like 
the want of it; as if they had too little Stupi- 
dity, and were ſoften'd beneath a Temper for 
Duty or Danger. But as I obſerv'd before, tho 
the Meaſures that Sinners take are very different, 
yet it is all the Reſult of one Impreſſion, that 
makes them either dejected or deſperate. While 
their Sorrow keeps cool, they are confounded 
in themſelves; and when Luxury bath fir'd it, 
they'll venture at all: and therefore we find 
thoſe Diſpoſitions mention'd together, that we 
might think could never meet in one Perſon 
They eat up God's People as Bread, they call not up- 
on the Lord; they deſpiſe the Counſel of the Poor, 
becauſe the Lord is his Refuge. From ſuch Ac- 
counts as theſe we ſnould take them to be the in- 
trepid part of, the World, unmov'd with any 
Danger; and yet we are told, they were in fear 
where no Fear was, becauſe God is in the Generation 
of the Righteous. 

Thus we find it was among the Canaanites, 
they had all Fear where it could do them no 
Good, and they had none when it might — 

en 
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been of ſeryice. As ſoon as the Spies came to 
Rahab's Houſe, ſhe tells them, hat the Inhabi- 
tants of the Land did melt, becauſe of the Children 
of Iſrael. Now this was an Act of Faith in her, 


that ſhe receiv'd the Meſſengers, and hid them, and H 


ſent them away in peace. And it had an uſeful 
Effect in the Gibeonites, it put them upon takin 
proper Methods for their own Security; an 
that elaborate Fraud with which they carry'd 
their Point, is what they account for from the 
general Fear that run thro the Country: they 
heard that the Lord had commanded Moſes to 4 
all the Inhabitants of the Land; and therefore 
they diſguis'd their own Caſe, and ſtole a Pro- 
tection by Craft, that they never could have had 
by War. Now it is a wonder that all the reſt 
did not do ſo too; they had the ſame Terrors, 
but they took pains to- hide them, and put on a 
Boldneſs which they did not really feel within 
them. This Moſes foretold in his Song on the 
Banks of the Red-Sea, that the Plunge of the 
Egyptians, their ſinking as Lead in the mighty 
aters, would be carry'd abroad 1a the Sounds 
of Fame, and wound where-ever it reach'd. 
The People ſhall hear and be afraid, and Sorrow 
(hall take hold on the Inhabitants of Paleſtine z the 
Dukes of Edom ſhall be amaz'd ; the mighty Men 
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of Moab, trembling ſhall tale hold upon them; all | 


the Inhabitants of Canaan ſhall melt away: Fear 
and Dread ſhall fall on them, by the Greatneſs of 
thine Arm, they ſhall be as ſtill as a Stone, till thy 
People paſs over, O Lord, till the People paſs over 
which thou haſt purchasd. And tho there was an 
Interruption above forty Years to the quicken- 
ing of this Prophecy, yet it came according to the 
time of Life, When they ſeat out the Spies, and 
they return'd with a wicked Story, then 1ſraet 


were guilty of a Cowardice, that kept them one 
C2 Year 
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Year longer out of the good Land; but when 
God would bring them into it, then the Tem- 
per is inverted, they will not be ſlack to go and 
poſſeſs it, and the People whom their Fathers had 
conceiv'd a Dread of, were but Meat unto them. 

It is very eaſy to fix the Application of this 
Character; for notwithſtanding all the noiſy 
Rage, and the trifling paultry ways of rejoicing 
the Enemies of our Country have, *tis very 
plain they have loſt their Cauſe by their Cowar- 
dice. We come indeed to contemplate and ad- 
mire the Hand of God in all this matter; but 
when we talk of things as they lie open to the 
Eyes of Men, we may ſay they had fairer Op- 
portunities of embroiling us. There was a 
time for them to have ſlid into the Kingdom, 
without the Tumult and Fright of an Invaſion ; 
it is what they deſign'd themſelves, but in ſhort 
they had no Hearts to puſh it. What a Huſh 
poſſeſs'd the whole Faction, when God made 
room for his preſent Majeſty? On ſuch a Turn 
as that, we expected that Scandal upon our 
Throne, that Miſery upon the Nation, that had 
been ſo often threatned : but the Great God did 
by them, as he did by the Egyprians ; he ſuffer'd 
them to perſecute, to rage, and after every 
Fright to harden again, whilſt Iſrael was there, 


that his Miracles might have their full Courſe ; 


but they are quite confounded when Iſrael is to 
po, not a Dog ſhall move his Tongue. And to 
preſerve the hiſtorical Similitude a little further, 
as there was ſuch a Stillneſs during the whole 
time of the King's Stay beyond Sea, ſo in a 
few Months after his Arrival they begun to be 
uneaſy, according to the manner of the Egyp- 
tians, Who repented they had let the People go, Is 
it not ſtrange, that in a Country where 
Family had one dead, which made them drive — 
the 
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the Children of IJſrael with haſte, that about 
three days after they ſhould have forgot the Hand 
of God that had made ſuch a Diſtribution of 
Vengeance among them all? Juſt in this way 
have we been perplex'd by the rallying of a 
Party that ſeem'd to be wholly confounded. 
They are plainly in the Egyptian Humour; per- 
haps it may be for an Egyptian Fate: For thus 
runs the Promiſe; O my People, that dwelleſt in 1a. x. 24. 
Zion, be not afraid of the Aſlyrian, he ſhall lift 
up his Staff againſt thee after the manner of Egypt: 
i. e. Thou ſhalt never have an end of thy Dan- 
gers whilſt theſe People continue; they'll keep 
up a perpetual Round, as Pharaoh did, of being 
humbled, and being harden'd : but yet a very lit- Ver. 25, 
tle while and the Indignation ſhall ceaſe, and mine 26, 
Anger in their Deſtruction, and the Lord of Hoſts 
ſhall ſtir up a Scourge for him, according to the 
Slaughter of Midian at the Rock of Oteb; and as 
his Rod was upon the Sea, ſo ſhall he lift it up after 
the manner of Egypt. 

There are Ways that Providence hath of re- 
turning them to their own Confuſion, and mak- 
ing Non-Reſiſtance, which hath been their Boaſt, 
to be their Doom. We have another Promiſe 
upon the Ground of the ſame Story, as if it 
ſtood for a Pattern to them in future Ages; Ac- 
cording to the Days of thy coming out of the Land Mic. ix. 15, 
of Egypt, will I ſhow ro him marvellow Works. 
And what was the Conſequence of this? the 
ſame that it was ia the old Deliverance: for as 
there is no teaching a People whom God hath 
 harden'd, there's no reviving thok whom he 
hath ſunk. With this triumphant Glory ſhall 
his Servants go on; The Nation ſball ſee and be Ver. 16, 
confounded at their Might, they ſhall lay their Hands). 
upon their Mouths, their Ears ſhall be deaf, they 
ſhall lick the Duſt like a Serpent, they ſhall move 
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out of their Holes like Worms of the Earth, they 
ſhall be afraid of the Lord our God, and ſhall fear 
becauſe of thee. 

2. Another Mark of Ruin upon the Canaanitet, 
and which will bear the ſame Interpretation in 
the Caſe of all thoſe that have it, is a prodi- 

ious Stupidity under the Divine Judgments. 
hey have, as I ſaid before, a general Fear, and 
it never totally leaves them, but they drown it 
with Riot, or they divert it with Noiſe : They 
get as far as they can out of the way of feeling 
themſelves. What a vaſt number of Kings do 
we read of that the Jem deſtroy*'d; ſome in the 
time of Moſes, and a great many more after 
Foſhua had receiv'd his Charge! and yet this was 
no warning to the reſt. They ſaw that a con- 
quering Vengeance was coming againſt them; 
which way — the Sword of Iſrael turn'd it 
ſelf, it always proſper'd: and yet they go on 
to ſollicite their own Ruin; they neither us'd 
the Methods of Submiſſion, nor of Flight. One 
would think it was with them always in their 
Politicks, as it was once in the Field, that they 
15 had no power to flee either this way or that way. 
| A right Fear of Danger is a moſt uſeful Princi- 
ple, and ſtands in oppoſition to the Rage and 
Confidence of Fools; but the Fear that falls upon 
Men as a Judgment, is like the Sorrow of this 
World, that worketh Death : ſuch a one there was 
in Nabal, bu Heart ſunk within him, and became 

as a Stone. 
And a great deal of this we have in our 
Nation. if People would think at all when the 
Ia. xi. , Judgments of the Lord are abroad in the Earth, the 
10, 11. Inhabitants of the World would learn Righteouſneſs. 
But, as the ſame Prophet tells us, Let Favour be 
ſhown to the Wicked, yet will he not learn Righteouſ- 
neſs; in the Land of Uprightneſs will he deal un- 


juſtly, 
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juſtly, and will not behold the Majeſty of the Lord : 
for, ſaith he, when thy Hand is lifted up, they will 
not ſee, but they ſhall ſee, and be aſhamed for their 


Envy at thy People; yea, the Fire of thine Enemies + 


ſhall devour them. They take what pains they 
can to keep the Conviction from piercing into 
them; and as it is one part of their Miſery, 
that here it does not, ſo it is a greater and a 
worſe part, that hereafter it ſhall. There is a 
time coming on, when all the Tenderneſs of 
Conſcience will be reviv*d, not as a Principle of 
Religion and Duty, but as a Mark, at which the 
Arrows of Vengeance are aim'd. The Prophet 
Feremy repreſents the Nation in a wretched way, 
when they willingly give up the Empire and 
Uſe of their own Reaſon, and hir'd it out to 


others; A woful and horrible thing is committed in Jer. v. 30, 
the Land, the Prophets propheſied falſly, the Prieſts 3" 


bear Rule by their Means, and this People love to 
have it ſo. And if this Stupidity could be eter- 
nal, then we might know the worſt of it; but 
what will they do in the end thereof? q. d. It muſt 
not be always thus, there is a day when they 
ſhall ſee both that they are uadone, and that it 
is owing to themſelves, and that there is no 
Remedy. 


One of our Errands this Day is to rehearſe the 


righteous Atts of the Lord fowards the Inhabitants 
of the Villages of Iſrael, to refreſh and retouch 
our Joys; ut we have another Deſign in it, and 
that's to encourage us for the time to come, 
that we may take in thoſe oi” to our 
Faith, which the Enemies refuſe as InſtruQions 
to their Fear. And if we utter the Loving · kind- 
neſs of the Lord, and ſhow forth all his Praiſe, we 
muſt make his wonderful Works to be remembred. 
By the Compaſs that was taken in preparing the 
late Rebellion, by the Confidence that was wn 
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in ſwelling it, it is very apparent that the Ene- 
my thought of no leſs than an eaſy Conqueſt ; 
and yet they have been confounded in every 
Branch of the Deſign. When Battles were 
fought, our God hath given the Deciſion ; where 
Numbers were gather'd, they run away with 
Fear and Shame: Thou haſt put them to flight, be- 
cauſe the Lord hath deſpiſed them. Sometimes they 
thought to carry their Point by an Army; and 
| then their Generals have ſlept their Sleep, none of 
. the Men of Might could find their Hands. At other 
| times they reſolv'd to puſh their Cauſe with 
j Mobs and Riots, which hath indeed been the 
1 more ſucceſsful way ; but what have they done 
/ in this, beſides ſcattering abroad domeſtick In- 
juries, and declaring themſelves the publick E- 
nemies of Mankind? And how many poor 
Wretches have loſt their Lives in the Heat of 
theſe Tumults, ſent into another World with 
an Oath in their Mouths? And yet you find, 
| that neither the Stroke of War, nor that of juſ- 
; tice, nor thoſe in confus'd and popular Quarrels, 
: 


1 
_ W 


have brought us to eaſier Terms with them. 

They are not to be perſuaded by Arguments, 

nor awaken'd by Dangers; and we may look 

upon them as a People on whom God will throw 

away no more Conviction. Tis dreadful ſtand- 

ing in the way of that Prayer, for it will fall 

with a full Weight of Vengeance; the Argu- 

ment upon which it hinges belongs as much to 

our Caſe, as it did to that of the Fews : Ariſe, 

Pſal. Ixxiv-O Lord, plead thine own Cauſe; remember how the 
22 23. fooliſh Man reproacheth thee daily, forget not the 
Voice of thine Enemies, the Tumult of thoſe that 

riſe up againſt thee increaſeth continually. 

3. Iis no wonder that this Stupidity under 

the Hand of God, brings on a fooliſh Inſolence 

and Provocation to thoſe that are above —_ 
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Thus it was among the Canaanites, they were 
ſtill puſhing new Wars, which always ended in 
their own Deſolation, When Gibeon had made 
Peace with Iſrael, five Kings, in that part of the 


Country, immediately came to deſtroy it: Joſhua 


takes em Priſoners, puts 'em in a Cave at Mack- 
kedah, till he had finiſh'd his Victory over the 
People; and it is obſery'd upon his Return, that 
none mov'd his Tongue againſt the Children of Iſ- 
racl: but that was not to dull the Proceſs of 
Juſticez no, he takes out the five Kings, orders 
the Captains to put their Feet upon the Necks of 
them, and afterwards hangs them upon five Trees, 


and then caſt their dead Bodies into a Cave. 


It is a dreadful Temper indeed that People are 
given up to, when they appear incapable of Mer- 
cy, whea it is evident that the ſparing of one 
Rebel is but the incouraging of a hundred; it 
looks as if their Hearts were harden'd, when 
they'll be upon no Terms either with God or 
Man. 

The Scripture hath not told us, whether the 
fooliſh and ludicrous ways of Iaſolence, that 
have obtain'd in our day, were us'd againſt the 
Armies of Hracl. *Tis not likely they were; for 
the Country being the Seat of War, and Foſhua 
taking all the pains he could to cloſe the Deſign 
in his day, we cannot ſuppoſe 'em at leiſure 
for any of theſe lower Provocations, Nothing 
can be more contemptible than for a People, 
who dare not appear in a Field, to delight in 
Vanity, and follow after Lyes; to be diſtinguiſh'd 
by things equally impudent and ridiculous. Are 
theſe Methods ever likely to carry along with 
them the Bleſſings of the great God? Hath be 
any pleaſure in Fools? That Cauſe muſt be half 
ſtarv'd, when Perſons are hir'd to diſguiſe them- 


ſelves, to take a Garb, and make a noiſe; and 
D yet 
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yet theſe filly childiſh Tricks are to do no leſs 
than new-model a Kingdom. We may call to 
them, as the Prophet does to the Idolaters; Re- 
member, O ye Tranſgreſſors, and ſhow your ſelves 
Men : is acting beneath your Nature. ls here 
a Deſign of ſo much conſequence, that whole 
Nations muſt be brought into the Quarrel, and 
ſhall it be carry*d on by a fantaſtical Mummery ? 
Theſe People muſt be far gone from all that's 
great and good, who can have any Dependence 
upon thoſe little Shams and Fooleries, that com- 
mon Senſe would be aſham'd of? And does it not 
look like God's hardening their Hearts, when he 
hath- ſoften'd their Heads to that degree, that 
there's nothing too poor and ridiculous for 'em 
to do? | 

4. The Canaanites were guilty of barbarous 
Cruelties. God had told the Fews, that Blood 
defild the Land; and for the innocent Blood 
thed there, that Land had ſpew'd out its Inha- 
bitauts. Their high-walld Cities, their Cha- 
riots of Iron, that we read of, are Arguments 
that they had Wars among themſelves. When 
the Earth was fill'd with Violence in the old 
World, then the End of all Fleſh had come be- 
fore him. And there are Hints enow, that 
Crimes of this nature had made up the Meaſure 
of laiquity among the Canaanites; things for 
which the Earth is diſquieted, and which it cannot 
bear. Bowels of Mercy, and Humbleneſs of Mind, 
are the Ornaments of our Religion; and, as the 
Elect of God, we muſt put them on with Meekneſs 
and Long- ſuſfering: No Church, no Nation can 
ſubſiſt without them. Bur when once a want of 
Pity, and a delight in Miſchief, comes to be 
the Character of a Party, they are not far from 
Ruin; for he ſhall have Judgment without Mercy, 
who hath ſhewed no Mercy: And it is but — + 

; ou 
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ſhould be ſo; for if God was not a ſwift Wit- 
- neſs againſt ſuch as theſe, there would be an end 
of all human Nature. We have one Story that 
ſhows us to what [mprovements of Cruelty they 
were come in the Land of Canaan, When the 
Jews took Adonibezeck, they inflict upon him a 
very odd Puniſhment, in cutting off his Thumbs 
and great Toes : but to this Rarity of Juſtice they 
were directed by the Hand of God; for three- 
ſcore and ten Kings, having their Thumbs and great 
Toes cut off, did daily gather their Meat under his 
Table. What a Curſe was ſuch a one to all his 
Neighbourhood ? You ſee by this one laſtance, 
that the People had loſt the Dread of theſe Bar- 
barities, becauſe here is a mighty Conqueror a- 
mong them, a Monarch of the firſt Figure, who 
is guilty of a ludicrous luhumanity; and yet 
they are either impotent or indolent in taking a 
full Satisfaction on him. 

I am ſure it is with no degree of Pleaſure 
that we look for any Parallel of this Character 
among our ſelves; *tis but ſearching for the 
Reproach of our Country: but the Evidence is 
too great to be deny'd. The very Miſchief 
that's done in our Streets, the Indecency that 
hath ſully'd all Converſation, the Noiſe and 
Bellowings at certain times, are a plain Alarm 
to a publick Maſſacre, if they had it in the 
power of their Hands. The mighty Guſt with 
which ſome People ſpeak of burning Cities, and 
ſhedding Blood, and theſe of their neareſt Ac- 
quaintance, ſuch as never did 'em any harm; 
ſhows us that they have loſt that b4lmy part of 
Humanity, that makes the World ſociable. And 
ſuch a Temper as this can ariſe from nothing 
but a falſe Religion; Men could not have a 
Thirſt for the Ruia of thoſe that never pro- 
vok'd them, if it was not owing to an Ulcerated 
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Conſcience, which, being corrupted it ſelf, ſends 
out nothing but Stench and Poiſon to all that 
are about it. Thus they do not ſtick at putting 
you out of the Synagogues; yea, the time may come, 
when they think that if they kit you they do God good 
Service. When Popery was eſtabliſh'd in this 
Nation, in the Reign of Queen Mary, in a lit- 
tle while the burning of a Martyr was a po- 
pular Entertainment. Thoſe Spectacles that 
ought to fill the Mind with Horror, grew ſo 
familiar, that Hiſtory tells us how Women 
and Children were taught to lay aſide all the 
Clemency of Conſtitution, and join in the Shouts 
of the Day. And the late Attempts that have 
been made to get that Religion in among us 
again, was with the ſame Temper :- burning the 
Houſes of Worſhip that belong'd to thoſe who 
were never in Arms againſt them, and had gi- 
ven 'em no particular Afﬀront, did their Cauſe 
no good, and could not be of Service any fur- 
ther than in gratifying a Spirit that proceeds 
from him who comes ro kill and to deſtroy. But 
are theſe the Tokens of God's Favour to a 
Cauſe? What! hath he chang'd his Nature ? 
He us'd to have no Fellowſhip with Workers of Ini- 
quity. We need not run our Argument againſt 
rhem ſo high as the Cries of the Church, the 
Mournings of his Turtle-Dove;. for the very 
Creation groans together to be deliver'd from ſuch 
a Load of Wickedneſs. 

5. We read of thoſe ſcandalous Debaucheries, 
which were forbid to the Jews, as the Practice 
of the People that went before them. The Coun- 
try being pleaſant and fruitful, the Inhabitants 
advanc'd into all the Meaſures of Luxury. When 
Abraham and Iſaac liv'd in thoſe Parts, there was 
ſomething ſo groſs among 'em, that they con- 
cluded, Surely the Fear of the Lord i not in thu 

Place. 
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Place. And yet the Iniquity of the Amorztes 
was not then full, but about the time that the 
Fews went to diſpoſſeſs them, we may ſuppoſe 
that they had compleated their Vileneſs. 

I'm ſenſible that this can ſcarce be call'd a 
Diſtinction among us, Al Fleſh hath corrupted their 
way; but there's one thing lies open enough to 
any one's Obſervation, That the very Deſign, 
upon which ſo many unhappy People have work'd 
out their own Ruin, was laid and promoted in 
Debauchery : Perſons that were ſeldom ſober 
pretend to have their Conſciences under great 
Impreſſions about the Divine Right of Kings. 
Here's a Man ſets up for a Caſuiſt about the 
Diſpoſal of a Throne, who is a Brute in all the 
reſt of his Converſation: and what can this end 
in, eſpecially if you join to it another Character, 
that was very notorious among the Canaantes ? 
and that is, ; 

6, A deluding Superſtition. That was a 
Country famous for Sorcery, Witchcraft, and 
all thoſe Abominations; they had fill'd the Land 
with their Groves and Altars, and had carried 
the frenzical Deluſion ſo far, as to offer their Sons 
and Daughters in the Fire to Moloch. One would 
think indeed, that People who are within the 
Deſcription that | have given you of Cruelty and 
Riot, ſhould never trouble their Heads about 
Religion ; but it is plain they make the greateſt 
Noiſe with it. There is a certain Zeal for the 
Church that Satan will never hinder, his King- 
dom is more promoted by that, than it is by 


downright Atheiſm. The perilow Times of the 


laſt Days are deſcrib'd io this, that Men ſhall 
be Lovers of their own ſelves, Covetous, Proud, Boaſ- 
ters, Blaſphemers, Diſobedient to Parents, Unthanl- 
ful, Unholy, without natural Affection, Truce-Brea- 
kers, falſe Accuſers, Incontinent, fierce Deſpiſers 1 

thoſe 
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thoſe that are good; Traytors, Heady, High- minded 
Lovers of Pleaſure more than Lovers of God: and 
yet of theſe it is ſaid, They have 4 Form of Godli- 
eſs, but they deny the Power of it. 

7. There was among the Canaanites a notorious 
Profaneneſs, a Contempt of the Lord God of 
Iſrael, and therefore he pleaded his own Cauſe, 
and brought his Vengeance down upon the 
Crime that ſtruck immediately at his Throne : 


and it is to be expected: that he will have a Jea- 


louſy for his Name, and not hold him puiltleſs 
that dares to tate it vain, Shall his Cauſe be 

moted by ſwearing either with Vanity or with 
Falſhood ? Shall an open Enemy to his Truth, 
and a Deſpiſer of his Holineſs, be a Champion 
for his Anointed? There is ſomething indeed 
in the very Sound of Blaſphemy that will make 
a good Man tremble, but he ought to have no 
great Dread of an Intereſt that is thus ſappor- 
ted. lu the Civil Wars of this Kingdom a ſmall 
Party were going to ingage with twice their 
Number: and when ſome of them begun to ſhow 
a little Fear at the Volley of Oaths that came 
from the Enemy, the commanding Officer bid 
his Soldiers take Courage; for, ſays he, We fight 
the Cauſe of that God whom they blaſpbeme : and 
the Battle ended in the way that moſt of them 
then did, I cannot now pretend to inquire into 
the Grounds of this awful Juſtice, why God 
ſhould leave his Enemies ſo devoid of all Shame, 
and Fear, and Sobriety, when he prepares them 
for Ruin: That muſt be adjourn'd to the. next 
Lord's Day, which is their Anniverſary of their 
Rejoicing IN a THING OF NOUG HT. 
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For it was of the Lord to harden their 1 
Hearts, that they ſhould come againſt | 
Iſrael in Battel, that he might deſtroy 
them utterly, and that they might have 
no Favour, but that he might deſtroy 
them, as the Lord commanded Moſes. 


: == An now to enter into the Juſ. 
wWice of this Proceeding, and | 
now you that it is 4 righteous 

thing with God thus to | 
and confound the Enemies of 


— 


* his Intereſt in the World: 
Evil Men and Seducers ſhall wax worſe and worſe, 2 Tim. iii. 
deceiving, and being deceiv d. This is the Model 13. 
of Vengeance for Babylon the Great, a mighty 
Security and. Preſumption is to lead on their 
Fall: How much ſhe bath glorify'd her ſelf, and Rev. xviii. 
liv'd deliciouſly, ſo much Torment and Sorrow give 77 8. 
her;; for ſhe ſaith in her Heart, I ſit a Queen, and 
am no Widow, and ſhall ſee no Sorrow: Therefore 
ſhall ber Plagues come in one day, Death, and Mourn- 
ing, and Famine, and ſhe ſhall be utterly burnt 
with Fire; for ſtrong is the Lord God that judgeth 

her 
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her. The Canaanites had been guilty of rank 
Abominations, for which the Earth was ſick of 
them; it is ſaid, the Land ſpew'd up her Inhabi- 
rants: Their Iniquities were now full, which 
was the only thing that God waited for, to eſta- 
bliſh the Seed of Abraham in their Country. 
Their Cruelty, Profaneneſs, and Intemperance, 
made them a Load to the Places where they liv'd, 
and *twas but juſt with God to deny them a po- 
litical Turn of Thought x that notwithſtanding 
all their Boaſt of a ſupernatural Knowledg, they 
ſhould not have the common Fetches of Reaſon 
for their own Security: He harder'd their Hearts, 
that is, made them ſtupid to the Methods that 
might have preſerv'd them, and wilful upon 
thoſe that actually deſtroy'd them. Perſuaſion 
could not reach them, Terror did not help 
them; they had the Agonies of Fear without 
the Benefits, and took all the ways to hurry on 
Calamity in a Deluge. Without ſuch a Temper 
as this, the Fews could not have proceeded in ſo 
great a Reputation as attended all their Wars : 
as Moſes obſerves, he had ſent to Sihon with Words 
of Peace, to let Iſrael paſs by Mm; but he would 
not do it, for the Lord thy God harden d his Spi- 
rit, and made his Heart obſtinate, to deliver him 
into thine Hand, as appears this Day. Their Im- 
penitency and Miſery ſtand as a Warning to us, 
and direct us into the proper Views of that Tri- 
bulation, that God will recompenſe to thoſe that 
trouble his People. They that run into the Crime 


of theſe Canaanites ſhall have their Fate, if their 


Hearts are harden'd to come out againſt Iſrael 
to Battel; it is that they may deftroy them ut- 
terly, and ſhew them no favour. 

Now under this Head 1 muſt inquire what 
there is in the Enemies of our Religion and. 
Country, that provokes the God of the _— 
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of all Fleſh to leave them under fo great an In- 
fatuation : why ſhould their Conſcience be ſear d, 
and they be paſt feeling, and not only in a perſo- 
nal but a political way commit Iniquity with Gree- 
dineſs? In anſwer to this, I ſhall not only lay 
before you the Crimes of the Men, but the ve- 
ry Spirit of their Cauſe. I will not conſider 
their Sins under an individual Character, as 
they are done in a private way, but take a Sur» 
vey of that Deſign upon which they inflame 


themſelves, and embroil the World: for the 1 Tim. iv. 
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Spirit ſpeaks expreſly of a certain Party in the lat- 1 3 


ter Times, who ſhall depart from the Truth, giving 
heed to ſoducing Spirits, and the Doctrine of De- 
vils;, ſpeaking Lyes in Hypocriſy, having their Con- 
K 2 with 4 2 rk. And” we need 
not look very far for a Church to which theſe 
Marks belong, if we do but read the next words 
Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abſtain 
from Meats, which God hath created to be receiv'd 
with Thankſgiving of them that believe and know the 
Truth. That theſe are Notions they would 
drive N. a Kingdom, with no other Argu- 
ment Mn Eccleſiaſtical Authority, is notorious 
enough; and their doing this with 4 ſear'd Con- 
ſcience, hath in it a Mixture of Crime and of 
Judgment. They love to be paſt feeling, and 
God ſuffers them to be fo; auy Tenderneſs 
within would ſpoil their Cauſe, and the Temper 
that prepares them for Action marks them out 


for Ruin. We may, without any Exceſs of 


Paſſioa ſay, that the very End they aim at is a 
Provocation of the God with whom we have 
to do. 

1. As they have inverted the great Deſign of 
Chriſtianity, which was to eſtabliſh Chriſt Jeſus 
as the Head over all things to the Church. 


E 2. As 
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2. As they have abus'd and profan'd that Ho- 
ly Spirit, by whom Believers are ſeal'd unto the 
Day of Redemption. 

3. As they have diſparag'd the great Work 
for which the Son of God came down into the 
World, to make Peace on Earth, and ſhow a good 
Will towards Men. 

4. As they have polluted the Beauties of Ho- 
lineſs, and quite transform'd all the Parts of 
Divine Worſhip. | 

5. As they have injur'd thoſe People who are 
zealous for the Faith that was once deliver'd to the 
Saints. 

6. As they have diſcourag*d all practical Re- 
ligion, and taken off from the Minds of Men 
the awful Impreſſions of Eternity. 

7. As they have done all this under a Profeſ- 
ſion of Zeal for the Church, by which the Name 
of God is grown contemptible. Theſe are 
Crimes that particular Perſons are guilty of, 
and they never fail to bring a Hardneſs upon 
the Heart, becauſe it is doing deſpite unto the Spi- 
rit of Grace, But J am now to conſider them 
as the very Soul of that Cauſe that hath trou- 
bled our Iſrael. 

1. It is but juſt with God to give up thoſe to 
a fatal Impenitency, who are acting in a plain 
Oppoſition to the great Deſign of Chriſtianity, 
which was to eſtabliſh Chriſt Jeſus as the Head 
over all things unto the Church. This was the 
dear Project that God had in view, that all Men 
ſhould honour the Son even as they honour the Fa- 
ther; and it is now ſo eſſential to Religion, that 
we are told, that he that honours not the Son, ho- 
nours not the Father who hath ſent him, This is 
the main Reſult of that Scheme, that Counſel of 
Peace between them both, that he ſhould build the 
Temple, and bear the Glory, and ſit and rule 45 4 

Prieſt 
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Prieſt upon his Throne. It was a Reward to the 
profuſe Charge of Blood that he had been at; 
when he drunk of the Brook that ran in the way, for 
this Cauſe be ſhould life up his Head on high, This 
was the chief part of the Foy ſer before him; when 
he endur d the Croſs, he could deſpiſe the Shame of 
ſuffering for a Church, as his Eyes were intent 
upon a ſupreme Office in it: for this did God 
raiſe him again by his own right Hand, and ſet 
him in the Throne of the Majeſty on high, not on- 
ly to be ſeen of Angels, to be made better than 
they, as he had by Inheritance obtain d a more ex- 
cellent Name; but his Digaity reacheth down to 
this lower World, he is the Head over all things Eph. i. 23. 
unto his Church, which is his Body, the Fulneſs of 
him that fills all in all. 

And therefore any Set of People, any Train 
of Notions, that do not fall in with this, are 
guilty of the higheſt Arrogance; they aim at 
no leſs than to rifle the Decrees of the Father, 
and to defraud the Merit of the Son; to rob 
the one of his Deſign, and the other of his De- 
mand: The Lord hath ſworn, and will not repent pal. cx. 
it; thou art a Prieſt for ever, after the Order of 4, 5, 6. 
Melchiſedek. . And in maintenance of this 
Conſtitution, the Lord, at thy right hand, ſball 
ſtrike thro Kings in the day of his Wrath, he ſhall 
judg among the Heathen , he ſhall fill the Places 
with dead Bodies, he ſhall wound the Heads over 
many Countries. *Tis a Reſolution that he will 
not part with, I have ſworn by my ſelf, the Word 15. xly, 
is gone out of my Mouth in Righteouſneſs, and ſhall 23, 24. 
not return; unto me every Knee (hall bow, and eve- 
ry Tongue ſhall ſwear : Surely ſhall one ſay, in the 
Lord have I Righteouſneſs and Strength, even to him 
ſhall Men come, and all that are incens'd againſt 
him ſhall be aſham'd. As there muſt be a Hard- 
neſs beſore People can enter into a Plot of this 
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nature, ſo God is juſt, by loading the Sin with 
more of it ſelf, and cloſing up the Eyes that will 
not open, that they who refuſe to ſee ſhall be 
made blind, Now where do we find the dange- 
rous Characters that I have mention'd, ſo much 
as in the Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition? He 
hath a Name that was given to none but Juda, 
who had it for betraying his Maſter, as the o- 
ther hath for nſurping upon his Principal. 

The Authority of Chriſt over his Church lies 
in giving them Laws, and being the only Sove- 
reign of the Conſcience. Thus did the Apoſtle 
underſtand that Paſſage out of the Prophet that 
I have lately quoted, as a Prohibition to an im- 

ſing Humour: Why doſt thou judg thy Brot her? 
or why doſt thou ſet at nought thy Brother? For it 
is written, ] live, ſaith the Lord, every Knee 
ſhall bow to me, and every Tongue ſhall confeſs to 
God. All Intruſion of human Authority here, 
is Treaſon againſt his Throne; and to this the 
Martyrs in ſeveral Ages have —＋ 4 good 
Confeſſion, that which they ſuffer'd for was re- 
fuſing to bear the Mart of the Beaſt. They had 
already receiv'd the Seal of God in their Forehe ads, 
they had their Father's Name there, and of ſuch 
it is ſaid, that they are not defil d with Nomen; 
i. e. they fell in with none of that Superſtition 
which is uſually deſcrib'd in ſenſual Terms, for 
they follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goes; they 
lay down their Lives not only for the Word of 
God, but for the Teftrmony of Feſus, | 

And an Oppoſition to this Cauſe, my Bre- 
thren, is what hath puſh'd us into the late Ca- 
lamities. *Tis not merely who ſhall reign in 
one Kingdom, bat who ſhall govern the Church 
of the living God. We know who it is that 
arrogates to himſelf all the Peculiars of a Medi- 
ator, by claiming the Key of David, opening when 


none 
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none can ſhut, and ſhutting when none can open; 
making a Sentence of Excommunication or Ab- 
ſolution irreſiſtible both in Earth and Heaven. 
So that if the Phariſee upon this Preſumption 
ſhould have ask'd the Queſtion, as he did to 
our Saviour, Who can forgive Sins but God only? 
he muſt not have been treated as a Diſputant, 
but a Heretick, and had his Anſwer by an In- 
quiſition rather than a Miracle, We know 
who it is that gives Laws about Religion, that 
have no Foundation in Scripture; and 'tis in 
maintenance of theſe Impoſitions, that Nations 
are involv'd in Wars. The Doctrine of Chriſt 
Jeſus is the Doctrine of Peace, 'tis fo in its 
Nature, and in its End, and in the way of its 
coming among Men; but Ceremonies have al- 
ways ſwum in Blood, and muſt be driven in 
with Force and Violence. By the Plan of Scrip- 
ture we find no Advocate with the Father but one, 
and that's Jeſus Chrift the Rig hteous. To an- 
ſwer which Proviſion, there was the Office of a 
High- Prieſt under the Law, but one Perſona who 
could enter into the Holieſt of all, and that on- 
ly once a Year; and as our Redeemer is capa- 
ble of doing all this for us, ſo it is a Tribute 
to his Perfection and Glory, when we have 
that Dependence upon him : But we are told of 
a Swarm of Interceſſors; and if they above 
were as ready to take the Office, as theſe below 
are to beſtow it, it would turn all the Saints in- 
to Sinners, and fill Heaven with Rebellioa and 
Folly. 


But this was threaten'd,that as they receiv'd not 2 Theſſ il. 


29 


the Love of the Truth, that they might be ſaved, ſo g, 10. 


God gave them up to ſtrong Deluſiont, to believe a 
Lye, that they all might be danm d, who have not 
pleaſure in the Truth, but have pleaſure in Unrigh- 
geouſneſs, Is it any wonder that they _ _ 

en'd, 
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den'd, who have rifled all the Offices of a Mef- 
ſiah? They have confounded his Work as a Pro- 
| phet, by teaching things that he never comman- 
| ded; they have mingled the Glory of his Prieſt- 
| hood, by their Do&rine of Merit, the Juggle of 
Purgatory, the Confidence of Abſolution, and 
the luterceſſion of departed Spirits; and they 
have defil'd his Digaity as a King, by giving his 
Supremacy to another, and his Worſhip to 
Graven Images. Their very Cauſe is a Grand 
Rebellion agaiaſt the Empire that God hath ſet 
up, and which he hath told us ſhall pull down 
and deſtroy all the Oppoſition that is made unto 
it. To this Truth he expects that we bear our 
Teſtimony with Zeal and Blood; if his Provi- 
dence calls us, our Lives may be a Sacrifice for 
him who made his ſo to us. Do not imagine 
that good People are ingag'd in a Quarrel fo 
low, as the ſettling of 4 human Title; that's al- 
ways conſider'd in Subordination to the main 
Cauſe, that we may ſay unto Zion, thy God reigns : 
and whenever any thing looks with the Face of 
Rev. xii. io. thoſe Times, that Satan the old Serpent, who de- 
ceives the World, is caſt out with his Angels, we 
on Earth may ſay with them in Heaven, Now zs 
come the Salvation of our God, and the Power of 
bis Chriſt,” 
2. They have abus'd and profan'd the Holy 
Spirit, who is to lead us into the way of all Truth, 
and by whom we muſt be ſeal'd unto the day of 
Redemption. When our Saviour left the World, 
as it was to have no more of his bodily Pre- 
ſence, ſo he deſign'd to make his Errand effec- 
tual by a ſufficient Proxy; and in this ſenſe tells 
his Diſciples he would ſee them again, and be 
always with them: which Seatences are to be 
underſtood of that Comforter, who is to live and 
abide with them for ever. Tis his Work to con- 
Vince 
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vince of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and Judgment; to 
begin the Change that's wrought upon the Soul, 
and to carry it on till it is heigbten'd into Glory. 


All the Graces that we have, are Principles of 


his implanting; all the Duties that we do, are 
Works of his filling : He breathes Life into us, 
and breathes Life thro us into them, and ſome- 
times thro them back again into us. He is the 
Author, the Spring, the Guardian, and great 
Soul of our Religion. As Converſion is call'd 
a being born of the Spirit, ſo Holineſs is wall- 
ing in the Spirit. Our Comforts, the Peace, and 
Foy, and Hope we have in believing, are thro the 
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Power of the Holy Ghoſt, and tho theſe things 


have but a fantaſtical Sound to the greateſt part 
of the World, yet they are as evident as God- 
lineſs it ſelf: every good Man in all Apes, and 
all Countries, hath own'd that it was not he 
that lived, but Chriſt that lived in him. There 
is indeed a perſonal way of quenching the Spi- 
rit, which we are all of us to take care of; but 
beſide that, the Oppoſition that is made to it 
appears to be the Diſtinction of a certain Cauſe 

and Party among us. | 
The chief Aim of their Quarrel is to pull 
Chriſt out of Heaven, and drive the Holy Ghoſt 
out of Earth, by denying the Supremacy of the 
One, and blaſpheming the Operations of the 
Other. To this purpoſe, Diſcourſes of Rege- 
neration, a Change out of Darkneſs into a mar- 
vellous Light, are not only neglected, but laugh'd 
at. Tis reckon'd a Whim to talk of a Man's being 
born again; there are Maſters in Iſrael that know 
none of theſe things : We ſpeak that we know, and 
teſtify that we have ſeen, and they receive not our 
Teſtimony. The very Title of Saints is made a 
Word of Reproach, People underſtand nothing, 
by it but a Hypocrite, or a Madman; as - the 
ame 
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Name it ſelf had loſt its fn tho it is one 

of the beloved Dignities of our bleſſed Saviour, 

that he is the King of Saints, To talk of Al- 

mighty Grace, that Power of God that carries 

us thro Faith unte Salvation, is but raving Non- 

ſenſe; and to ſpeak of the Spirit's Aſſiſtance in 

the Duty of Prayer, which we ſo much and fo 

often need, is made to be Cant, Enthuſiaſm, and 

Blaſphemy it ſelf. Nor are theſe, the little Ex- 

— of private Perſoas, Scoffers there have 

been in all Ages, walking after their own Luſts; 

but it is the cool Doctrine, the. deliberate Opi- 

nion of & numerous Party. Our Lord hath fore- 

told us the Danger of any Boldneſs this way, 

that whoſoever ſpeaks a word againſt the Son of 

Man, it ſhall be forgiven him; but he that ſpeaks 

agaiuſt the Holy Ghoſt, hath Forgiveneſs neither in 

this World, nor that which is to come. I know 

thoſe Words are uſually underſtood of a parti- 

cular Sin, which cloſeth the Conſcience in a pre- 

ſeat Impenitency, but we may alſo read them 

with a further View, that if there is one part 

of Religion more Sacred than another, it is that 

which relates to the Operation of the Holy Spi- 

rit. And is it any wonder that they are har- 

den d, whoſe very Principles make em common 

Enemies to him that ſhould ſoften them? If 

their Cauſe ſhould prevail, in the View upon 

which they have form'd it, *cis to turn out that 

Divine Agent from the Churches, who. makes 

the Saints what they are, and prepares *em for 

Ida. li. 19. What they ſhall be. But when the Enemy came 

in like a Flood, upon a Deſign of this nature, 

the Spirit of the Lord took himſelf to be con- 

| _ and aggriev'd, and lift up a Standard 4. 
ainſt him. | 

3. They have diſparag'd the great Work for 

i which the Son of God came dowa into the 

i World, 
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World, to make peace on Earth, and ſhow a Good- 
will towards Men. Thus did the Angels ling at 
his Birth, and that made it glad Tidings of great 
Joy to all People: from hence did they who wai- 
ted for the Conſolation of Iſrael, expect the tender 
Mercy of their God, to be deliver d from the Wrath 
of Enemies, and ſerve him without Fear in Righ- 
reouſneſs and Holineſs, And agreeable to an Er- 
rand fo mild and eaſy, was the Serenity of our 


Saviour's Life; he never practis'd, and never 


taught the, way of bullying Nations into the 
Fruth, or driving them into Heaven with a 
Sword: This is a Cauſe that muſt proſper, not 
by Might, nor by Power, but by the Spirit of the 
Lord of Hoſts; and when they lay the Topſtone, 
the great Song and Cry of that Day will be 
Orace, Grace unto it: Grace in the Spring from 
whence it roſe, Grace in the Channel or Method 
in Which it flow'd. This is what our Lord al- 
ways kept in view; and when he bids us learn 
of bim, *tis as he is meek and lowly in Heart. 
When he put on the Garb of a Sovereign, and 
march'd unto Jeruſalem with a publick Glory, 
having his Way ſtrew'd with Garments aud 
Leaves, his Perſon attended with a valt Multi- 
tude, his Name ſung with loud Hoſarna's; yet 
as if he would inſttuct us, even then, in the na- 
ture of his Empire, he rode upon an Aſs: and 
the Prophet that foretold this, doth it under the 
Character of his being meek and lowly. So, when 
a City of the Samaritans would not receive him, 
becauſe he was going up to Jeruſalem, the two 
Diſciples, no doubt on't, conſulted the Honour 
of their Maſter, by offeting to call for Fire out 
of Heaven, as Elias did : They plead a good Pre- 
cedent, and ſeem to act in a noble Deſign; but 
he rebukes them, ſaying, Ye know not what Spirit 
ye are of, for the Son of Man is not come to deſtroy 
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Mens Lives, but to ſave them. This was the great 
Buſineſs of Chriſtianity, to prepare People for 
another World, but never to make it worle with 
them in this. 

And therefore all coercive haling Ways are 
forbid to the Servants of the Lord, who mult not 
ſtrive, but be gentle to all Men; in Meekneſs in- 
ſtructing thoſe who oppoſe themſelves, if peradven- 
ture God will give them Repentance to the Aclnom- 
ledgment of the Truth. Now what have they done 
with our Religion, who talk of deriving an Au- 
thority from Chriſt to turn Nations into a Wil- 
derneſs? What place can Inquiſitions, Maſſa- 
cres, and Penal Laws have in promoting a King- 
dom that is not of this World? And ſhall a Cauſe, 


that is thus form'd, ever proſper? Will God 


torſake the deareſt Work of his own Hands, the 
greateſt thing that ever he wrought among Men ? 
Mult Zion, the City of our Solemnities, be a De- 
fart ? Shall the noble Frame of Salvation, that 
he laid in the Goſpel, be all brought to Rubbiſh ? 
ln ſhort, will God give up an Intereſt, where 
he hath lodg'd the very beſt of his Glory, and 
which is the brighteſt part of his Revenue, from 
the Sons of Men? No, Feruſalem will prove 4 
burdenſom Stone to all that come in Battle a- 
gainſt it: and tho the People, who have eſta- 
bliſh'd Zion with Blood and Cruelty, have had a 
long ſtanding ; yet every Age hath added to the 
Load of Guilt, and the time of drawing near 
tor their Sins to reach to Heaven, and for God 
to remember their Jniquities, a Day of mighty 


Rev. xviii. Search, is a coming on; and with them will be found 


the Blood of all the Martyrs and Prophets that have 

been ſlain on the Earth. 
4. They have polluted the Beauties of Holineſs, 
and all the Parts of Divine Worſhip, God hath 
given us Ordinances for the Converſion of Sin- 
ners, 
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ners, the perſecting of the Saints, and the edifying 
of the Body of Chriſt, we are to hear his Voice 
in Sermons, he is to hear ours in Prayer : we 
come before him with Thankſgiving, and make a 
joyful Noiſe with Pſalms; we fit at his Table, 
and have a Fellowſhip with his People: and how 
amiable are theſe Tabernacles of the Lord God of 
Hoſts ! they make Earth look like Heaven. When 
our Saviour aſcended up on high, he receiv'd theſe 
Gifts for Men, that he might continue to them 
Paſtors and Teachers; it was a Scheme laid for 
the Divine Preſence, that the Lord God might dwell 
among them. 

But theſe are the very things that the Ene- 
mies of our Religion hate, they have thrown 
away the Glory from Iſrael. Sermons or Ora- 
tions are no more than admiring the Relicks of 
a dead Saint, and filling the Bags of a living 
Sinner; very little better than the ſorry Me- 
thods that the Fews had learnt of the Heathens, 
when they ſought unto Wizards, that peep and mut- 
ter, ſeeking for the Living unto the Dead, What 
is this to that uſe of the Miniſtry that the Apo- 
ſtle mentions ? Who renounc'd the hidden things of 
Diſhoneſty, and by Mani ſeſtation of the Truth com- 
mended himſelf to every Man's Conſcience in the 
ſicht of God : Proclaiming Repentance and Remiſ- 
ſion of Sins, thro the Name of Feſus, warning every 
Man, and teaching every Man, that he might pre- 
fent every Man perfect in Chriſt. A ſort of Preach- 
ing there is, where Juſtification by Faith is ne- 
ver mention'd ; where the Death of Chriſt is 
conſider'd rather as a Tragedy, than as an A- 
tonement; where the Imputation of what he 
hath done, is not brought in but with Contempt; 
where a frighted Conſcience is left to ſeek for a 
Righteouſneſs that will anſwer its Caſe. Such 
Diſcourſes as theſe we might have had, if Chriſt 
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had never come into the World ; he might have 
excus'd himſelf that Trouble, if his Goſpel was 
no more than mere Morality : but thus by de- 
feating the End of one Crucifixion, they are 
guilty of bringing him under another; Crucify- 


fa, ix. 16. ing him afreſh, and counting the Blood of the Co- 


venant a common thing, So the Leaders of the Peo- 
ple cauſe them to err, and they that are led of 
them are deſtroy d. Thus again, Prayer is not 
the pouring out of our Supplications before the 
Lord, a ſhowing before him all our Trouble; tis 
not a taking with us the Words that he puts into 
our Mouths; there needs no —_— — or plead- 
ing, and much leſs an Aſſiſtance of him who 
makes Interceſſion in us: tho the Apoſtle ſaith, We 
know not what to pray for, or to do it, as we 
onght; yet we have a Book to tell us the former, 
and no manner of care is had about the latter. 
And ſo, as to the delightful Ordinance of ſinging 
God's Praiſe, a groſs Defilement is come upon 
that; and no wonder it is ſo much neglected, 
when Pcople, inſtead of making Melody in their 
Hearts unto the Lord, have canſign'd over the 
Duty to thoſe that turn it all into vain Babbling. 
And the great Inſtitution of all, which was de- 
ſign'd to be a Feaſt of Love, is a Handle of 
Strife: 'tis not conſider'd as the higheſt Badg 
of a Profeſſion, and an Argument to Holineſs ; 
they are excluded that would uſe it upon theſe 
Ends: but it is left open for thoſe, who mean no 
more by it than a Qualification for an Office. 
Surely it is not mect to take the Children's Bread, 
and to caſt it to Dogs. ls it any wonder that ſuch 
Abominations as theſe leave a Hardneſs behind 
them? That Men grow ſtupid under a Miniſ- 
try, where they never hear of Jeſus? That 
they are unaffected with Prayers, where they ne- 
yer ſeek him? And that they are the _ 

or 


the Pꝛetender's Birth-Day. 


for a Sacrament, where it is not their buſineſs 


to find him? And ſhall not ſuch a Cauſe feel 


the Weight of his Indignation? it will be the 
Vengeance of the Lord, the Vengeance of his Tem- 
ple. He hath told us of ſuch an Appearance as 
is very needful in our day, when he'll be like 
a Reſiner's Fire, and like Fuller's Soap, to purify the 
Sons of Levi, and purge them as Gold and Silver, 
that they may offer unto the Lord an Offering in 
Righteouſneſs ,, then ſhall the Offering of Judah and 
Jeruſalem be pleaſant unto the Lord, as in the Days 
of old, as in the former Years. 

5. They have injur'd the People of God, who 
are zealous for that Faith that was once deliver'd 
wnto the Saints; the very Seriouſneſs of theſe Per- 
ſons is their Crime. We read of Noah, that by 
his preparing the Ark he condemn'd the World; and, 
no doubt on't, the World had before condemn'd 
him. *Tis but the old Courſe for him that is 
born after the Fleſh to perſecute him that is born af- 
ter the Spirit : Becauſe ye are not of the World, but 
I bave choſen you out of it, therefore the World 
bates you. They have given them the Trial of 
cruel Mockings and Scourgings, yea moreover of 
Bonds and Impriſonments. 1 need not run into 
all the Particulars of human Rage againſt the 


People of God, and I wiſh that in giving the 


Proofs of it I had been oblig'd to look afar off; 
but Fil. only repreſent this both as the Efe& and 
the Cauſe of a Hardneſs of Heart upon thoſe that 
are guilty, Whenever any Party come to this 
length, their Damnation ſlumbers not; God will 
not be ſlack to avenge his own Elect, tho he bears 
long with them. This was it that finiſh'd the 
Crime of the Jem, and open'd all the Sluices of. 
Miſery upon them, that they took pains to 
hinder the Goſpel ; they had iH, the Lord Fe- 
' ſus and their own Prophets, they pleas'd not Go, 
FD an 
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and were contrary to all Men but the cloſing 
Wickedneſs was, that they forbad the Apoſtles to 
each unto the Gentiles, that they might be ſav d; 
and ſo Wrath came upon them to the uttermoſt, 
T his Fury againſt Miniſters, this Indignation 
at the Places of Worſhip, the Pleaſure that's 
taken in abuſing the one, and deſtroying the o- 


ther; are Sins of that nature, that they cut 


Rey, xviii. 


deep into the Conſcience. There are indeed 
Neceſſities upon the People of God to endure 
theſe Tribulations; they; want to be looſer 
from the World, and make a larger Diſpoſition 
of their Hearts and Time to Religion; and 
therefore to give them a Concern for the Goſ- 
pel, anda Zeal in it, both to warm and to diſ- 
tinguiſh their Piety, he leaves them in the hands 
of wicked Men: But tho they have deſerv'd this 
from God, they may claim a better Uſage from 
their Neighbours; they may ſay, that the Lord 
is righteous, becauſe they have rebell d againſt him, 
and ſtill plead for equal Returns of Vengeance 
upon Enemies, that God would ſpoil the Souls 
of thoſe that have ſpoil'd them. And thus he will 
o; he leaves them to go on in their Rage, and 
very often the more impotent it is, the more 
earneſt, till they come down wonder fully, and there's 
no Comforter. Every Cry and Groan of an in- 
jur'd People is gone up into the Ears of the 
Lord God of Sabbaoth, their Tears are in his Bot- 
tle, their Prayers are in his Book; and he will ar- 
gue with Judgment and Fury againſt thoſe who 
thought they had a Licence from him to uſe in 
the worſt manner the beſt Inhabitants of the 
Earth: the Rule of Juſtice is, Come out of her, my 
People, leſt ye be Partakers of her Plagues; re- 
ward her as ſhe hath rewarded you; double unto 
her double, according to her Worts; in the Cup which 

ſhe hath fill d, fill unto her double. 
6. They 
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6. They have diſcourag'd all practical Reli- 
gion, and taken off from the Minds of Men the 


awful Impreſſions of Eternity. One of the moſt 


familiar Diſtinctions between Good and Bad 
us'd to be this, that the ove ſwore, and the other 


fear'd an Oath; but there are ways found out to 


defile and cheapen that Solemnity, as if the Name 
of God might be us'din jeſt; as if the Impre- 
cations of future Vengeance, and a Diſclaim of 
the Joys in Heaven, had no meaning in them. 
Now whenever this grows into an Opinion, ei- 
ther that Party muſt fall, or the World muſt; 
*tis impoſſible that Societies ſhould ſubſiſt, or 
Men be any more to one another than wild 
Beaſts in the Foreſt, if we deſtroy the grand 
Security of mutual Confidence. *Tis with an 
Avowance of this very Priaciple, that we were 
attack'd in the late Rebellion: Men had ingag'd 
to one another over their Bottles of Wine, and 
thoſe Promiſes were to raze out what they had 
own'd before a Court of Juſtice, or at the Ta- 
ble of the Lord. Perhaps in the former Caſe, 
there was a dry Wiſh of Damnation upon them- 
ſelves, if they did not fulfil their Word ; but 
in the latter there's an eating and drinking that 
Damnation : the Curſe hath already enter'd into 
their Bowels, and gone like Oil into their Bones. 
A Man ſhall be ſuppos'd to have no Honour, if 
he neglects a raſh Promiſe in a drunken Frolick; 
but his Reputation is untouch'd for Honeſty, 
Conſcience, and Adherence to the Church, tho 
he takes an Oath which he reſolves to break, 
and ſeals it with a Sacrament : as if it was not 
enough to profane the Name of God before the 
Magiſtrate, unleſs he did it at his very Table. 


But as the Apoſtle tells us, the Law is made for 1 Tim. i, 


Lyars and perjur'd Perſons, and if there be any 
thing contrary to ſound Doctrine; and God _ 
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ſelf hath threaten'd, that he will be a ſwift 
Witneſs againſt all falſe Swearers. We read of 
ſome who prepare a Table for that Troop, and fur- 
niſh a Drink-Offering unto that Number. They 
were ſolliciting an lavaſion, bringing in a fo- 
reign Force upon J/rael, and perhaps did it with 
the higheſt Pretences of Love to the Temple; 
but that Prevarication was ſo odious, that God 
threatens to leave their Name for a Curſe unto his 
Choſen, that he would ſlay them, and call his 
People by another Name ; that he who bleſſed him- 
ſelf in the Earth, ſhould bleſs himſelf in the God of 
Truth. | 

7. As all this is done under a Profeſſion of 
Zeal for the Church, ſo it makes the Name of 
God to be contemptible. Can Mankind be per- 
ſuaded that thoſe Perſons believe another World, 
who break (not the leaſt, but) the greateſt of 
theſe Commandments, and teach Men ſo? And is 
it not like to leave a Hardneſs upon the Hearts 
of People ? They that behold ſuch an Uſage of 
Sacred Things, will either have an Abhorrence 
of theſe Teachers, and perhaps, for their ſakes, 
of all Religion; or otherways they'll think there's 
a Holineſs, a Ghurch-Memberſhip, conſiſtent 
with Fraud, and Riot, and Cruelty; that they 
may ſwear, kill, and deceive, and come into God's 
Houſe, and ſay we are deliver'd to do all theſe Abo- 
minations: and is ſuch a Cauſe as this like to pre- 
vail ? Tho they plainly declare, that to them 
Religion is only a Name; yet will the Great 

God, who hath founded it in the Blood, and 
rais'd it up with the Empire of his Son, let that 
paſs for a Truth? No, the Mouth of all Lyars 
ſhall be ſtop'd, Judgment ſhall begin at the Houſe 
of God ; and what will the End of all theſe be that 
obey not the Goſpel ? 8 


That 


the Pretender s Birth-Day. 
That which hinder'd this Prophecy from hav- 
ing its full Accompliſhment upon the Fews, was 
their Converſation with the People of the Lands, 
and by that means they were often brought in- 
ro Bondage to them ; they prov'd Thorns in their 


Sides, and Pricks in their Eyes. When Iſrael took pſal. cvi. 
of the accurſed thing, they turn'd their Backs 34—40. 


upon their Enemies, they did not deſtroy the Na- 
tions concerning whom the Lord commanded them ; 
but were 4 among the Heathen, and learnt 
their Works, and ſerv'd their Idols, which prov'd a 
Snare unto them. Thus were they defil'd with their 
own Works, and went a whoring after their own In- 
vent ions; therefore was the Wrath of God kindled 
againſt his People, inſomuch that he abhor d his own 
Inheritance. And ſo it hath been with us ever 
ſince the Reformation; the Pretence was, that 
eaſy Methods would bring a certain Party in, 
but to their Influence we muſt aſcribe all the 
Wars that ever rag'd in this Iſland. That there 
is now a greater lafatuation than ever, I do not 
at all queſtion 3 but it ſhould ſend us into our 
Families and Cloſets, to ſee what there is on 
our part that hath provok'd God to give us up 
into the hands of 4 fooliſh People : and if their 
Blaſphemy may be a Whet to our Supplications, 
if their Rage may faſten the Bonds of mutual 
Love, if they that feax the Lord would be more 
with him, agd ſpeak oftner one with another; we 
„ think, that as the Extremity of Profane- 
nels makes ſome eople ripe for Deſolation, ſo 
this better Temper would ſhow us to be fit for 
Mercy. q 

Let us therefore plead with God thoſe Argu- 


ments that we ſhall. be ſupply'd with from a 


Concera to his Glory; for he will take Pleaſure in 
bis * and beautify the Meek with Salvation. 


Tho there's Danger enough to keep your Fears 
G awake, 
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awake, yet remember the mighty Ads of the 
Lord. When Joſhua call'd the Captains of 
War, to put their Feet upon the Necks of the 
five Kings, it was not to inſult ſo many crown'd 
Heads, but to incourage their Faith for the 
time to come: Fear not, nor be diſmay d, be ſtron 
and of a good Courage, for thus ſhall the Lord 45 
to all your Enemies againſt whom you fight. 

Pl} conclude the whole Diſcourſe with the 


1a. vii. 12, words of the Prophet; Say ye not, a Confederacy, 
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to all to whom this People ſay, a Conſederacy; nei- 
ther fear ye their Fear, nor be afraid : For ma 

among them ſhall ſtumble and fall, and be broken, 
and ſnar'd, and taken, They ſhall paſs thro the 
Land hardly beſtead and hungry, and it ſhall come 
to paſs, when they be hungry, they ſhall fret them- 


ſelves, and curſe their King and their God, and look 


upwards ;, and they ſhall look to the Earth, and be- 
hold Trouble and Darkneſs, and they ſhall be dri- 
ven into Darkneſs. For God will break the Toke of 
his Burden, the Staff of his Shoulder, and the Rod of 
the Oppreſſor, as in the days of Midian. 
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